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A SCIENTIST? YOU TOO!

AT THE HEART
OF REGIONAL NETWORK
An overcrowded seminar

YEAR AFTER YEAR, THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE AMU AND AGENCE ITER FRANCE
CONTINUES TO BEAR FRUIT.
« Can ethnocentrism explain why France has fallen behind in the
field of mediation? Are cultural differences an asset or a source
of conflict? Do we have a real culture of mediation in France or
are we lagging behind as compared to Anglo-Saxon practices?
Is it an intercultural or a training issue? Is the approach
put in place to manage the ITER program for compensatory
measures equated with mediation? ». On Saturday, February 11,
the questions bounced back and forth in the overcrowded
conference room of the faculty of law and political science in
Aix-en-Provence. It should be noted that the program of the
« Cultures and Mediation » seminar, organized by the Center
for Economic and Business Ethics of Aix-Marseille University
(AMU) and Agence ITER France (AIF)², attracted nearly eighty
lawyers, anthropologists, experts in mediation techniques
and intercultural practices, university professors and students.
The richness of the participation, and the quality of the covered

subjects are examples of the actions undertaken more widely
with the AMU. Jacques Vayron, director of AIF, is delighted:
« Through this cooperation, we organize seminars, we welcome
students. We also take part in reflections on the evolution of
courses or support actions undertaken by the Chaire: “corporate
social responsibility and sustainable development ».
This approach makes it possible to share experiences, to examine
practices, to feed research and to open up the horizons of the
academic world, as well as those of companies.
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Organizing Committee for the Colloquium on Cultures and Mediation: Gil Charbonnier,
associate of modern literature, lecturer in French language and literature, director of the
Center for Economic and Business Ethics, co-director of the Magisterium Journalism
and Communication of Organizations, Shawn Simpson, training manager, Agence ITER
France, intercultural and languages program manager, member of the board of directors
of IAE Aix-en-Provence and Olivier Tholozan, lecturer at the faculty of law and political
science, Aix-Marseille (law theory laboratory).

What do ITER’s robots, the installation of solar panels on the
roofs of colleges in Burkina Faso, jobs in the national navy and
the organization of a handball match have in common? Nothing
at first sight! Yet, all are projects carried out by the Iscles high
school in Manosque which presented them to approximately
650 visitors (parents and students) on March 4, 2017. As a partner
of Agence ITER France for more than four years, the lycée which
hosts the ITER Robots competition in its gymnasium has mobilized
high school students in their 2nd year of engineering sciences
to demonstrate their robots in the Agence ITER France stand.
The enthusiasm and initiative of these young roboticists have had
an effect: they have inspired young people to join the technical
and scientific sectors, perhaps in order to embark on a career in
fusion. A new ITER workforce in the making!

ITER ROBOTS : HAVE FUN LEARNING!

The next ITER Robots final is looming. Having presented their
project to the scientific committee during the project review
(14 and 21 March 2017), each team is now preparing for the final
in Manosque which is scheduled for May 23, 2017.
Nearly 500 participants are expected. For Agence ITER France, as
for the teachers, the secret of this challenge is the healthy rivalry.
« For teachers, it is a way of teaching. For students, it is a different
way of learning, knowing how to develop skills and knowledge
with a scientific approach. It is also a means of enriching and
expanding their educational paths. Several of them wish to
present their ITER robot project in their oral exams. Some take or
regain confidence because, even if they are in difficulty in certain
subjects, ITER Robots can reveal new skills which are useful to
the whole group » explains Hari Ratiarison, teacher at the Rosa
Parks College in Marseille.
List of participating teams on: www.itercadarache.org.
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ITER Robots brings vocations to the open doors of the lycée les Iscles

« MY TREE »: GRAB YOUR CAMERAS!

Whether original, aesthetic, symbolic, small, large or exotic, at
some point you have inevitably encountered a tree that caught your
attention. This year, the second edition of the « Mon arbre » (My Tree)
photo competition once again highlights the rich biodiversity of
forests and natural areas. To participate, simply post your pictures on
Facebook – on the ‘Mon arbre (photographies)’ page before May 3,
2017. Your works will be exhibited as part of the Nature Festival held
in Ribiers on May 21st. It will also be an opportunity to participate in
the treasure hunt organized on some of the land acquired by Agence
ITER France for conservation purposes as part of the compensatory
measures for the clearance work carried out on the ITER site in
2007 and 2008. These actions aiming to raise public awareness of
biodiversity issues are co-organized by Agence ITER France and the
Ribiers-Val Buech Meouges community of the Hautes Alpes within the
framework of the Nature Festival. For more information on the terms
and conditions of the competition, visit www.itercadarache.org.

IN BRIEF

NEWS
A HUGE REEL

NEW STEPS ON SITE

The ﬁrst model of a poloidal coil dedicated to the magnetic conﬁnement
of ITER is now located in the manufacturing building at the construction
site in Cadarache. Produced by CNIM, this 17-meter ﬂat coil, which is
made of titanium niobium cables, will be stacked with six other layers
of coils before being assembled « as a pack » consolidated with epoxy
resin to create the ﬁnal coil. The ﬁrst milestones in the production
phase of the test coils are now set, with the installation of two new
pieces of equipment to handle the ﬁnal coils: the impregnation station
dedicated to the ﬁnal molding of the « packs » and the lifting gantry
crane that will be installed in May 2017.

1,750 people including 1,000 craftsmen are currently working
on the ITER construction site. Certain teams, such as those of
the Vinci-Ferrovial-Razel consortium on the tokamak zone or
those of the companies in charge of welding the cryostat, are
working shifts. Two new buildings (500 seats) were installed and
car parks created for 700 vehicles. The two sets of traffic lights
for road traffic on the construction site attract the attention
of visitors.

THE GALLERIES
Activity is intensifying in several areas of work, including the
construction of drainage networks that will collect rainwater on
the platform before reaching the storm basins. Since March 2016,
the consortium SAV (Spie Batignolles, ADF and Valerian) has been
in action: it is creating technical galleries over 8 km long and the
4.2 km long drainage network. Some underground pipelines are
up to 10 meters deep.

Technical galleries and drainage network
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FINISHING WORK
By the summer of 2017, the assembly hall (6000 m2 ground
surface area), will accommodate the first tools intended to
pre-assemble the core of the machine. Inside the building, the
workers are carrying out the finishing work, the installation of
electrical networks, the partitions walls and the painting. At the
same time, automated systems are being set up, such as the hoist
and sliding doors on a rail, which will be used to transport the
components during the assembly phase.

Agence Iter France
Bât 521 - 13108 St-Paul-lez-Durance
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A traffic light that stirs visitors curiosity
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ITER Business Forum :
Contracts and Men

At the heart
of regional network

A scientist?
You too!

The new generation is coming! In the run-up to the 2017 ITER Robots final scheduled for May 23rd in Manosque, more than 50 teams of high
school students are embarking on the design of miniature robots based on the model of future ITER robots. Each year, this challenge generates
vocations for industry and research trades .

The IBF, the appointment not to be missed

ITER BUSINESS FORUM :
CONTRACTS AND MEN

The IBF organizes targeted meetings
On the booth of the W@i (IBF / 15) in Marseille

THE ITER BUSINESS FORUM IS ORGANIZED BY AGENCE ITER FRANCE, WITH ITER
ORGANIZATION, THE DOMESTIC AGENCIES, THE NETWORK OF TWENTY-ONE ILOS1 AND
NEARLY 400 INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES FROM AROUND THE WORLD.
OVER THE PAST 10 YEARS, IT HAS ENABLED US TO REACH MILESTONES CONCERNING
THE UPCOMING MARKETS AND INDUSTRIAL OPPORTUNITIES GENERATED BY ITER.
second edition, held in Aix-en-Provence in 2009, remained a
Franco-French meeting, it attracted nearly 500 people.
The meeting was both pragmatic and operational and therefore
met the industrialists needs for efficiency.

Sometimes, the simple fact of responding to one need creates
a new one. Ten years after the first edition of the ITER Business
Forum, the majority of participants share this opinion: ranging
from companies, laboratories to the two main contractors:
the european domestic agency (Fusion for Energy) and the
international organization (ITER Organization).
This success is probably due to the fact that it was not an
objective in itself! « In 2007, we joined the International
Conference on Fusion Reactor Materials held in Nice at
the request of the CEA and in order to meet the needs of
industrialists », recalls Sabine Portier, organizer of the ITER
Business Forum and General Secretary of the ITER Industrial
Committee (C2I), hosted by Agence ITER France since 2010.
In retrospect, it was then that the seeds of the IBF were sown.
France, as host country of the international ITER program, had
responded to the needs and, in a way, filled a vacuum… much
to everyone’s satisfaction!
The IBF had just been created and, with it, a concept that would
make it possible to continue into the long term. Although its

A CONCEPT IN ITSELF

Two years later, in the “Osco Manosco” room in Manosque,
which was metamorphosed for the occasion, the IBF took on
a new direction and became in European event. « After a first
meeting in Nice which was probably held a little early and a
Franco-French event in Aix-en-Provence, the Manosque IBF
meeting marked a new stage », summarizes Sabine Portier
before recalling that Jérôme Paméla, Director of Agence ITER
France at the time, had considered it to be « the most important
industrial event since the start of the project! ».
1
The Industrial Liaison Officers (ILOs) provide the link between European domestic
agency F4E and their national industry.
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to set the course for an unwavering mobilization of all teams,
including industrialists, to ensure the success of the international
project ». This notion of partnership between project and industry
is now one of the major assets of the event. Everyone gets
concrete information: « when we talk about future calls for
tender, we are being operational and this is what industrialists are
looking for », explains Jacques Vayron, director of Agence ITER
France. « And when you say everyone, it also means VSEs and
ETI, who can identify the contract winners during the conference
in order to organize a meeting and thereby position themselves
in the subcontracting chain ». « Those who have already attended
the IBF know that this is THE meeting not to be missed to define
or refine an industrial strategy in support of ITER. For those
who haven’t, there is always the opportunity to jump on the
bandwagon! ».

Interest in the event broadened with meetings which not only
allowed the ITER project to meet up with industries, but also
with research laboratories in order to design the future industrial
components. Fusion for Energy also benefited from a formula
that went beyond its « Infodays » which were dedicated to a
single subject. This principle of reciprocity nurtured a « win-win »
relationship officially announced at the fourth edition in Toulon:
750 people, representing more than 350 international companies,
attented the event during which the « Welcome Around ITER »
network (W@I) became official.
Placed under the aegis of the Regional Prefecture and the Regional
Council, W@I, run by ITER France, became a « natural gateway »
for companies working for ITER. Through this network, the
Regional Economic Development Mission, Agence ITER France,
C2I, Pôle Emploi (the french national employement agency) and
the chambers of commerce and industry committed themselves to
accompany companies wishing to set up in the region or to build
bridges with local businesses. This network offered a catalogue
of services responding to a multitude of questions related
to housing and accommodation, transport, employment and
training, rules about entry, residence and work, social security,
labor law, taxation and the search for premises. Not to forget the
geographical set up in the region, that everyone hopes will be as
sustainable as possible… just like the IBF which has proved its
usefulness, year after year!
In Marseille in March 2015, the 5th edition brought together
860 participants from all over the world. Bernard Bigot, recently
appointed Managing Director of ITER Organization, took the
opportunity to address a message to the « ITER family in order

SYNERGIES
And if the IBF has managed to keep this openness, it is thanks
to its organizational principles. During six months preceding the
event, the C2I team doesn’t just work on the conference program
but also on all the logistical aspects, with the « objective of
optimizing the costs to allow smaller companies to participate in
the forum » explains Philippe Olivier, assistant to Sabine Portier in
charge of the budget.
In support to the C2I, the general mobilization of good will
enables the creation of real synergies. Industry representatives
from 21 ILOs, chair the thematic sessions of the conference. They
also ensure the interface with stakeholders and the promotion of
3

the event at their national level. The Agence ITER France staff
is also mobilized during the event, whether to help Chinese,
Russian or Indian companies to obtain their visas, to accompany
delegates during technical visits or to ensure that presentations
are ready for viewing. Not to mention the local institutions,
such as Vaucluse Provence Attractivity, Avignon town hall, the
Vaucluse county council and the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur
regional council for the IBF/17, which are mobilized each time to
host the event in their region.
This essential support has a direct impact on the overall cost
of the operation. « This is what allows most companies to have

at least two representatives in average. In fact, this means that
VSEs can participate in the IBF as well as large companies that
are allowed to registrer more than 10 people. In addition, the
platform which organizes meeting ahead of time makes it possible
to organize very targeted meetings, a achieving satisfaction rate
of more than 90% » concludes Sabine Portier.
Indeed, the IBF could serve as a model for the first « Big
Science Business Forum », organized in Denmark in 2018, to
enable European industries to meet with the scientific research
infrastructures and most importantly, with European markets that
would exceed 10 billion euros per year.

FROM 28 TO 30 MARCH 2017 IN AVIGNON
This year, the IBF is setting up in the Vaucluse: the sixth edition will take place at the Palais des Papes from March 28 to 30 and
nearly a thousand people will attend. A predominant european participation and more than 40 Japanese, Indian, Korean, Russian,
Chinese and American companies are registred. As in the previous IBFs, everyone will come to learn about the specific needs of
ITER in order to position themselves in the ever-changing markets. The European domestic agency, Fusion for Energy, has now
issued the majority of its most important contracts ITER Organization will thus occupy more space due to an increasing activity
regarding the tokamak assembly phase. Another novelty this year is the organization of an exhibition dedicated to industry and
R&D. Concretely, it is a question of offering to companies the possibility to demonstrate their skills on a stand, rather than simply
summarizing them on a piece of paper.
Of course, there will be activities at the W@I booth during the breaks with presentations of the welcoming procedures in
France: accommodation, formalities and regulations, industrial zones… Finally, even if the IBF remains an event reserved for
professionals, it must not be forgotten that we must mobilize hotel and catering infrastructures to welcome the participants!
Local spin-offs are estimated at 100,000 euros for catering and more than double for accommodation. With, as always, the will
to involve local companies and, as far as possible, training organizations. It is important to remember that the apprenticeship
training center of the Alpes-de-Haute-Provence Chamber of Commerce and Industry did a brilliant job of catering in Manosque,
and that the Cadenelle Institute of Marseille Provence perfectly managed the hosting in Marseille in 2015.
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